
Substantive Knowledge 

This is the subject knowledge and explicit vocabulary knowledge about the past. Common misconceptions are explicitly revealed as non-examples and 
positioned against accurate content. This will be done in the context of substantive and disciplinary knowledge. 

SUBSTANTIVE CONCEPTS at ANNECY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL - GEOGRAPHY 
Locational knowledge Place knowledge Human and physical geography Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Where a place is located 
 

It helps us describe and remember 
where places are 

 
Name and locate 

 
Learn coordinates, position and 

direction 
 

Use DIGIMAP, Ordnance Survey 
maps and have knowledge  

What a location is like 
 

Describe the physical and human 
geography, as well as the personal 
and cultural experience related to 

the place studied 

Human: The interaction between 
people, places and the environment 
(the built environment, migration, 
settlement, how landscaped and 

environment are affected by 
humans) 

 
Physical: The natural shaping of 

the surface of the Earth as well as 
the physical processes that create 

the environment (the natural 
environment, how a place is shaped 
naturally by physical progresses, 
how the environment is impacted 

by human geography) 
 
 

Using maps, DIGIMAP, globes, 
Ordnance Survey maps and 

website, along with what the 
children know and learn to explain 
location, place, human and physical 

features associated with it 
 

Collecting and presenting data and 
information about people, places 

and the environment 
 

DIGIMAP is user-friendly and can 
be used by all children in the class 

– for free training see Roam - 
viewing maps on YouTube. For 
Ordnance Survey map use see 

Primary school teaching resources 
| Teacher resources | OS 

Substantive concepts are taught through explicit vocabulary instruction AND the direct content and context of the topic. 

Link all topics taught to the 4 concepts, as often as possible, so they become embedded. 

 

 



 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

This is the use of the substantive knowledge concepts to construct understanding. It is also thought of as ‘thinking like a GeographerÕ or ‘working geographicallyÕ. 
These should be used for every topic taught, so as to embed them. 

DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE – THINKING AS A GEOGRAPHER 

PLACE and SPACE SCALE AND 
CONNECTION 
(relationship and 
interdependence) 

PHYSICAL and HUMAN 
GEOGRAPHY 

 

ENVIRONMENT and 
SUSTAINABILITY 

CULTURE and 
DIVERSITY (uniqueness) 

Developing an 
understanding of space 
through ideas related 
to location on Earth 
surface (defined by 

coordinates, 
latitudes/longitude, 

distance from Poles and 
Equator, etc.) 

distribution, pattern 
and distance. 

Developing a sense of 
place and character 

through ideas related 
to identity, home, 

community, landscapes 
and diversity, and 

examining a range of 
case studies from 
across the globe. 

Scale: to get a better 
understanding of locality 

compared to globality. 
Gives pupils a sense of 

zooming in and out. 
Connection: how local 
places are connected 
when you zoom in, and 

how they are connected 
to the wider locality 
when you zoom out 
(county, country, 
continent, etc.) 

Relational perspectives: 
there is more than one 

way of living – 
understanding the 

culture and the way 
people do things in 
different places.  

An appreciation of how 
places evolve and are 
shaped by physical 

and/or human 
geography. 

PAST: how have physical 
processes and humans 
influenced this place? 

PRESENT: how are they 
influencing this place 

now? 
FUTURE: how could this 
place evolve, given the 
influences of physical 

processes and humans? 

Environment 
What is the environment like? Draws 
upon human and physical geography to 
help explain ‘how did it get like that?Õ 

Think about our ethical consumer 
habit and choices and their impact on 
the environment, locally and globally 

 
Sustainability 

An example of this could be 
considering the products we buy and 
their effects on the rainforest, or on 

places flooding, etc. 
What it means to be a global citizen, 
a steward of the planet (link to CST 

principles), embracing a global 
dimension within a local setting. 

 

Culture 
The way people have 

done or do things around 
here; the way a place is 
shaped by human ideas 
and beliefs, and how 

physical processes have 
formed the place over 
time; an understanding 

and respect for ethnicity 
and diversity through 
knowledge of other 
cultures and people. 

Diversity 
The difference between 

places from a human 
perspective, such as 

race, ethnicity, culture, 
beliefs, employment, 
wealth, connections. 
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